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Wiles Family Papers, 1850 – 1991 
 

Descriptive Summary 
 
Repository  
Southold Historical Society, Southold, New York 
 
Creator  
Wiles, Lemuel Maynard, 1826-1905; Wiles, Rachel Ramsey, 1827-1898; Wiles, Irving 
Ramsey, 1861-1948; Wiles, Mary “May” Lee, 1862-1939; Wiles, Gladys Lee, 1888-
1983. 
 
Title  
Wiles Family Papers, 1850 – 1991 
 
Language of Material  
Material in English  
 
Extent  
3.0 Linear Feet 
approx. 500 Items 
 
Abstract  
The Wiles family were a group of important American artists, mainly associated with the 
State of New York.  Lemuel (1826-1905) was a noted Hudson River School painter while 
his son, Irving (1861-1905), and granddaughter, Gladys (1888-1983), became noted 
impressionist portrait painters.  Both Irving and Gladys achieved the rank of “N.A.” from 
the National Academy of Art and Design in New York, the highest ranking in American 
art.  Lemuel’s wife, Rachel (1827-1898), was also a painter.  The material ranges in date 
from 1850 – 1990. 
 

Administrative Information 
 
Access Restrictions  
Collection is open for research. 
In on-site storage; 24 hours advance notice required for use. 
Copyright Notice  
All copyright is retained by the authors of items in these papers, or their descendants, as 
stipulated by United States copyright law. 
Preferred Citation  
[Identification of item], Wiles Family Papers 1850 – 1991, Southold Historical Society, 
Southold, New York. 
Provenance  
The Wiles Family Papers were received by the Southold Historical Society as a purchase 
and gift from several different donors in 2007 and 2008. 
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Processing Information  
Processed by Geoffrey K. Fleming, 2007-08 
 

Biographical Note 
 
The Wiles family originally settled in Bedford County, Pennsylvania, but early on moved 
to Madison, Sullivan County, New York.  Lemuel’s father, Daniel (1789-1873), married 
Nancy Richards Stowell (1790-1880), the widow of Rev. Paul Stowell, and settled in 
Perry, NY.  Lemuel was the only child of their marriage, though Nancy brought several 
children with her from her first marriage. 
 
Lemuel was raised there and eventually became a teacher of penmanship in Albany, New 
York.  Later he studied painting with William M. Hart and Jasper F. Cropsey, two of the 
leading painters in New York State.  In 1854 he married Rachel Ramsey and in 1861their 
son Irving was born.   
 
The family moved to New York city in 1864 and returned to the Perry area in 1875 when 
Lemuel became the professor of Art at Ingham University, located in Le Roy, New York.  
He served there until 1888 when he departed for Perry where he established his “Silver 
Lake Art School” along the shores of Silver Lake.  He constructed a building on the lake 
which he used during the summer and fall of each year to teach students.  He continued to 
split his time between Perry and New York City until his death in 1905. 
 
His son, Irving, taught at the school on Silver Lake for many seasons alongside his father.  
Irving eventually traveled to Europe to study and eventually came under the influence of 
William M. Chase.  He studied with Chase both in New York City and at his summer 
school, which was held on the Shinnecock Hills in Southampton, New York. 
 
In the late 1880’s Irving married Mary Lee, affectionately known as “May” and in 1888 a 
daughter, Gladys, was born.  While May and Gladys stayed with her mother in Paterson, 
New Jersey, Irving worked in New York City creating a large amount of illustrations for 
the prominent publications of the day.  In addition he became a sought after portrait 
painter, receiving commissions from many important personages of the day. 
 
The family began to summer in Peconic, Southold Township, New York in the early 
1890’s following Lemuel’s own visit to the area in the early 1880’s.  Lemuel and Irving 
organized a summer art school at Peconic in 1895 and a few years later Irving acquired 
land for a permanent summer home and studio located south of Peconic village on Indian 
Neck. 
 
Following Lemuel’s death in 1905, Irving sold the Silver Lake studio and concentrated 
on his career in New York City.  He supervised the training of his daughter, Gladys, who 
also took lessons from William M. Chase.  Father and daughter both became respected 
artists, regularly exhibiting in the early years of the 20th century. 
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The family lived well beyond their means for decades, a situation that finally came to a 
head as the great depression swept across America.  They were eventually forced to 
abandon their New York City studio and apartment and move almost permanently to their 
property in Peconic.  Financial difficulties would plague them for the remainder of their 
lives.  May would die there in 1939 and Irving in 1948. 
 
Gladys would remain in Peconic, teaching students on occasion.  After 1930 her parents 
and herself were largely supported through aid from the James N. Jarvie Commonweal 
Service, which had been founded by a close friend of Irving’s.  Gladys retained the 
property in Peconic until the late 1970’s when, after many break-ins, it was sold and the 
house demolished and the studio converted to a summer home.  Gladys died in a nursing 
home in Greenport, New York in 1983.  
 
Lemuel and Rachel Wiles are buried with May’s mother in an unmarked grave in the 
Cedar Lawn Cemetery located in Paterson, New Jersey.  Irving, May, and Gladys are 
buried in an unmarked grave in the Cutchogue Cemetery, Cutchogue, New York. 
 

Collection Overview 
 
The collection is divided into six series: the Gladys and Irving Wiles Collection; 
Correspondence from Lemuel & Rachel to Irving; Correspondence of Irving & May with 
each other; Correspondence of Irving , Gladys, and William R. Jepson;  Catalogs, 
Notebooks, Photos, & Drawings; and Additional Wiles Family Correspondence. The bulk 
of the collection pertains to the daily lives of the Wiles family, including thoughts on 
contemporary art of the period, exhibitions, teaching, private family matters, etc.  Of 
special note are two manuscripts listing works by both Lemuel and Irving over the course 
of their long careers.  Some of the papers are brittle and should be handled with care. 
 

Subject Headings 
 
These are searchable subject entries for this collection. Performing a search on these 
subjects in the Southold Historical Society’s PastPerfect database will bring up other 
related research materials. 
 
 American art, 1850-1950  
 American art & artists  
 Chase, William Merritt 
 Jepson, William Roscoe 
 Wiles, Lemuel Maynard, 1826-1905 
 Wiles, Rachel Ramsey, 1827-1898 
 Wiles, Irving Ramsey, 1861-1948 
 Wiles, Irving Ramsey, 1861-1948, Exhibitions 
 Wiles, Mary “May” Lee, 1862-1939 
 Wiles, Gladys Lee, 1888-1983. 
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Related Material 
 
Photograph Collection 
Southold Historical Society 
 
Negative Collection 
Southold Historical Society 
 

Detailed Description of Collection 
 
Gladys and Irving Wiles Collection 
 
1 Box (Archives Box #43) 
This series includes correspondence between Gladys Wiles, Irving Wiles, and Robert 
Chapellier of Chapellier Galleries (New York City), which handled many of the family 
artworks during Gladys’s lifetime. 
Box #43 
43.01 Correspondence:  Wiles, Gladys to Chapellier Galleries, 1967-1969 
43.02 Correspondence:  Wiles, Gladys to Chapellier Galleries, 1970-1975 
43.03 Correspondence:  Wiles, Gladys to Chapellier Galleries, undated 
43.04 Correspondence:  Chapellier Galleries to Wiles, Gladys, 1967 
43.05 Correspondence:  Chapellier Galleries to Wiles, Gladys, 1969-1970 
43.06 Correspondence:  Chapellier Galleries to Wiles, Gladys, 1971-1972 
43.07 Correspondence:  Chapellier Galleries to Wiles, Gladys, 1973-1974 
43.08  Correspondence:  Chapellier Galleries to Wiles, Gladys, 1975-1976 
43.09 Correspondence:  Chapellier Galleries to Wiles, Gladys, 1977-1978 
43.10 Correspondence:  Chapellier Galleries to Wiles, Gladys, 1979-1981 
43.11 Correspondence:  Chapellier Galleries to Wiles, Gladys, & Estate, 1983 
43.12 Wiles, Gladys, Will and Inventory from Chapellier Galleries, 1983 
43.13 Correspondence:  Jarvie Commonweal Service to Chapellier Galleries, 1983-1984 
43.14 Correspondence:  Jarvie Commonweal Service to Chapellier Galleries, 1985-1986 
43.15 Correspondence:  Jarvie Commonweal Service to Chapellier Galleries, 1987-1988 
43.16 Correspondence:  Jarvie Commonweal Service to Chapellier Galleries, 1989-1991 
43.17  Correspondence:  White, Nelson C., to Chapellier Galleries, 1972-1984 
43.18 Miscellaneous:  Wiles, Gladys 
43.19 Photographs:  Photographs, prints, slides, relating to Wiles, Gladys 
43.20 Correspondence:  Wiles, Irving to a client, 1927 
43.21 Ephemera:  Wiles, Irving, article on his career, 1928 
43.22 Ephemera:  Engraving, associated with Wiles, Gladys, undated 
43.23 Ephemera:  Historical Wyoming with article on Wiles Family, 1953 
43.24 Correspondence:  Wiles, Gladys to Flackman with ‘Connoisseur’ article, 1964 
43.25 Photographs:  Brooks Memorial Art Gallery, 1926 
43.26 Ephemera:  Paris Exhibition application, 1900 
43.27 Miscellaneous:  Scrapbook with letters, etc., relating to Wiles, Irving,, c. 1910 
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Correspondence from Lemuel & Rachel Wiles to Irving Wiles 
 
1 Box (Archives Box #44) 
This series includes correspondence between Lemuel and Rachel Wiles with their son, 
Irving Wiles.  The items date from 1887 – 1905 and include discussions on art, 
employment, money problems, family matters, teaching, exhibitions, etc.  The series also 
includes letters to Irving upon the death of his father in 1905. 
Box #44 
44.00 Notes on Wiles Family 
44.01 Correspondence:  Condolence letters, 1905 
44.02 Correspondence:  Wiles, Lemuel to Wiles, Irving, 1899 
44.03 Correspondence:  Wiles, Lemuel & Rachel to Wiles, Irving, 1898 
44.04 Correspondence:  Wiles, Lemuel & Rachel to Wiles, Irving, 1897 
44.05 Correspondence:  Wiles, Lemuel & Rachel to Wiles, Irving, 1896 
44.06 Correspondence:  Wiles, Lemuel & Rachel to Wiles, Irving, 1895 
44.07 Correspondence:  Wiles, Lemuel & Rachel to Wiles, Irving, 1894 
44.08 Correspondence:  Wiles, Lemuel & Rachel to Wiles, Irving, 1893 
44.09 Correspondence:  Wiles, Lemuel & Rachel to Wiles, Irving, 1892 
44.10 Correspondence:  Wiles, Lemuel & Rachel to Wiles, Irving, 1890 
44.11 Correspondence:  Wiles, Lemuel & Rachel to Wiles, Irving, 1889 
44.12 Correspondence:  Wiles, Lemuel & Rachel to Wiles, Irving, 1888 
44.13 Correspondence:  Wiles, Lemuel & Rachel to Wiles, Irving, 1887 
44.14 Correspondence:  Wiles, Lemuel & Rachel to Wiles, Irving, 1886 
44.15 Correspondence:  Wiles, Lemuel & Rachel to Wiles, Irving, undated 
44.16 Ephemera:  Wiles, Lemuel, steamship pamphlet, trip to Europe, 1883 
 
Correspondence of Irving & May Wiles with each other 
 
1 Box (Archives Box # 45) 
This series contains correspondence between Irving Wiles and May (Lee) Wiles both 
prior to and after their marriage.  Topics include the health of their daughter, their own 
health issues, daily life & expenses, Irving’s career, etc.  Of special note is a small group 
of letters that hint at their love life, which are unusual to survive from the period. 
Box #45 
45.01 Correspondence:  Wiles, May (Lee) to Wiles, Irving, 1898 
45.02 Correspondence:  Wiles, May (Lee) to Wiles, Irving, 1896 
45.03 Correspondence:  Wiles, May (Lee) to Wiles, Irving, 1895 
45.04 Correspondence:  Wiles, May (Lee) to Wiles, Irving, 1894 
45.05 Correspondence:  Wiles, May (Lee) to Wiles, Irving, 1892 
45.06 Correspondence:  Wiles, May (Lee) to Wiles, Irving, 1891 
45.07 Correspondence:  Wiles, May (Lee) to Wiles, Irving, 1888 
45.08 Correspondence:  Wiles, May (Lee) to Wiles, Irving, 1887 
45.09 Correspondence:  Wiles, May (Lee) to Wiles, Irving, undated 
45.10 Correspondence:  Wiles, Irving to Wiles, May (Lee), 1886 
45.11 Correspondence:  Wiles, Irving to Wiles, May (Lee), 1885 
45.12 Correspondence:  Wiles, Irving to Wiles, May (Lee), 1884 
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45.13 Correspondence:  Wiles, Irving to Wiles, May (Lee), undated 
 
Correspondence of Irving & Gladys Wiles and William R. Jepson 
 
1 Box (Archives Box #46) 
This series contains a large mix of materials, including correspondence between Gladys 
Wiles and her husband, William R. Jepson.  There is also correspondence between 
Gladys Wiles and the Jarvie Commonweal Service, which supported Gladys during much 
of her life.  Other correspondence includes materials relating to the career of her father, 
Irving Wiles. 
Box #46 
46.01 Notes on Irving Wiles by Ballenger, Betsy 
46.02 Business Records:  Correspondence:  Wiles, Irving, prize letters 
46.03 Business Records:  Bryant, William C., research 
46.04 Business Records:  Correspondence:  Other 
46.05 Business Records:  Cards 
46.06 Business Records:  Correspondence:  Framing 
46.07 Business Records:  Correspondence:  Youth’s Companion illustrations 
46.08 Business Records:  Correspondence:  Chase, William Merritt 
46.09 Business Records:  Correspondence:  Commissions 
46.10 Business Records:  Correspondence:  Galleries 
46.11 Business Records:  Correspondence:  Boat Models 
46.12 Correspondence:  Jepson, William R. to Wiles, Gladys, 1960-1964 
46.13 Correspondence:  Jepson, William R. to Wiles, Gladys, 1950-1959 
46.14 Correspondence:  Jepson, William R. to Wiles, Gladys, 1940-1949 
46.15 Correspondence:  Jepson, William R. to Wiles, Gladys, 1919-1920 
46.16 Miscellaneous:  Jepson, William R., family clippings 
46.17 Correspondence:  Miscellaneous to Wiles, Gladys, 1970-1979 
46.18 Correspondence:  Miscellaneous to Wiles, Gladys, 1960-1969 
46.19 Correspondence:  Miscellaneous to Wiles, Gladys, 1950-1959 
46.20 Correspondence:  Miscellaneous to Wiles, Gladys, 1940-1949 
46.21 Correspondence:  Miscellaneous to Wiles, Gladys, 1920-1929 
46.22 Correspondence:  Miscellaneous to Wiles, Gladys, 1917 
46.23 Correspondence:  Wiles, Irving to Wiles, Gladys, 1915 
46.24 Correspondence:  Jarvie Commonweal Service to Wiles, Gladys, 1970-1979 
46.25 Correspondence:  Jarvie Commonweal Service to Wiles, Gladys, 1960-1969 
46.26 Correspondence:  Jarvie Commonweal Service to Wiles, Gladys, 1950-1959 
46.27 Correspondence:  Jarvie Commonweal Service to Wiles, Gladys, 1940-1949 
46.28 Miscellaneous:  Unknown  
46.29 Ephemera:  Wiles, Gladys, Allied Artists Certificate 
46.30 Ephemera:  Artist caricatures (copies, associated with these papers) 
 
Catalogs, Notebooks, Photos, & Drawings 
 
1 Box (Archives Box #47) 
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This series contains catalogs, notebooks, photos, and drawings associated with various 
members of the Wiles family.  Of special note are the two handwritten manuscripts kept 
by Lemuel and Irving of the various works they created during their careers.  Other 
important items include the only extant copy of the circular for the summer art school 
that was held at Peconic in 1895. 
Box #47 
47.01 Catalogs:  Brooks Memorial Gallery, 1929; Contem. American Painters, 1928 
47.02 Catalogs:  W. M. Chase by Chapellier Galleries, 1969 
47.03 Booklet:  W. M. Chase Bust Dedication, 1924 
47.04 Album:  Wiles, Irving, autograph album, 1870’s – 1880’s 
47.05 Manuscript:  Wiles, Lemuel, Record of Pictures Painted & their Destinations 
47.06 Manuscript:  Wiles, Irving, Records of Sales, Portraits and Pictures, 1910-1948 
47.07 Ephemera:  Genealogy notes, certificates 
47.08 Correspondence:  Stowell Family 
47.09 Ephemera:  Peconic Summer Art School Circular, 1895 
47.10 Photographs:  Wiles family Members 
47.11 Photographs:  Wiles Exhibition at Chapellier Galleries, c. 1969 
47.12  Ephemera:  Historical Wyoming with article on Wiles Family, 1953 (copy 2) 
47.13 Photographs:  Wiles, Irving, print reproductions of paintings 
47.14 Book:  Contemporary American Portrait Painters, 1929 (Irving’s inscribed copy) 
47.15 Artwork:  Drawings by Wiles, Irving and Wiles, Lemuel 
 
Additional Wiles Family Correspondence 
 
1 Box (Archives Box #48) 
This series contains copies of correspondence amongst the various members of the Wiles 
family, including Lemuel, Rachel, Irving, and May.  The copies were made from 
originals in the possession of the Miller family, who restored and continue to own the 
Wiles studio in Peconic.  They were found strewn about the studio, which had suffered 
numerous break-ins and vandalism in the 1970’s.  Of special note are the original plans 
for the Silver Lake Art Studio and a letter announcing Gladys’s birth, both from 1888. 
Box#48 
48.01 Note from Gladys regarding Letters 
48.02 Correspondence:  Wiles, Rachel to Wiles, Irving re Gladys’s birth, March 1888 
48.03 Correspondence:  Miscellaneous to Wiles, Lemuel, early in his career, 1850-1860 
48.04 Manuscript:  Wiles, Irving, partial list of Portraits, undated 
48.05 Manuscript:  Wiles, Irving, portrait painting lecture 
48.06 Manuscript:  List of paintings acquired by Stowell, Charles H., c. 1910 
48.07 Manuscript:  Wiles, Irving notes on Wiles, Lemuel, Thanatopsis paintings, 1935 
48.08 Miscellaneous:  Pictures, cards, etc. 
48.09 Manuscript:  Genealogy of the Childs Family, undated (unclear relationship) 
48.10 Manuscript:  Wiles, Irving, Inventory of sold paintings, c. 1898-1917 
48.11 Correspondence:  Wiles, Lemuel to Wiles, Irving, 1886-1887 
48.12 Correspondence:  Wiles, Lemuel to Wiles, Irving, 1888 
48.13 Correspondence:  Wiles, Lemuel to Wiles, Irving, 1889 
48.14 Correspondence:  Wiles, Lemuel to Wiles, Irving, 1890 
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48.15 Correspondence:  Wiles, Lemuel to Wiles, Irving, 1898 
48.16 Correspondence:  Wiles, Rachel to Wiles, Irving, 1886-1887 
48.17 Correspondence:  Wiles, Rachel to Wiles, Irving, 1888 
48.18 Correspondence:  Wiles, Rachel to Wiles, Irving, 1889 
48.19 Correspondence:  Wiles, Rachel to Wiles, Irving, 1890 
48.20 Correspondence:  Wiles, May (Lee) to Wiles, Irving, 1888 
48.21 Correspondence:  Wiles, Irving to Wiles, May (Lee) & Gladys, 1887, 1941 
48.22 Business Records:  Correspondence:  To Wiles, Irving & his replies, 1888-1937 
48.23 Correspondence:  Condolence letters, 1905 
48.24 Correspondence:  Stowell Family to Wiles, Irving, 1936 
48.25 Correspondence:  Friends & neighbors to Wiles Family, 1880-1970 


